EAL Learners

Children learning English as a second language or those children who have speech and language delay can make progress with maths with the Stern Structural Arithmetic programme through the visual and very hands-on approach to learning which does not call for ‘top-heavy’ verbal language. 
Language
Language skills are a focus throughout the Stern activities and promoted. The clear instructions and language used by the facilitator supported by actions, demonstration and visual materials proves to be of great benefit for children learning English as an additional language or those with speech and language needs, for example. Activities do not rely on verbal understanding and each activity is modelled by the facilitator who stresses the appropriate language and vocabulary.  Further, with the pupil’s own actions with the equipment they are able to link the meanings of words and new maths vocabulary to their actions. Practitioners feel that the small steps approach, turn taking activities and built in opportunities for repetition and revisiting, promote the development of speech and language skills and the interactive nature of the programme allows for improvement in expressive and receptive language skills especially through, as trial settings have reported, being motivated to problem solve and take on the ‘role of the teacher’ which enables the student to practise and develop skills in language and memory.

