Definitions

Spatial ability – simply put is an organized awareness of the objects in the space around us, and also an awareness of our body's position in space. It requires that we integrate information from all of our senses


Discrimination – the ability to recognise or perceive differences. Babies tasting or putting things in their mouths is early discrimination


Sequencing ability – the action of following in order e.g. getting dressed, in terms of education, the ability to sequence is important when it comes to reading, writing and maths


Visual and auditory perceptual processing – the ability to process information through our sight and our hearing. Children may have difficulties with one of both areas and will need time to process information. They need to experience the world through ALL OF THEIR SENSES – this is what is meant by the term multi-sensory learning


Language ability
· Expressive language – is the ability to verbalise ones understanding or needs 
· Receptive language – received information; difficulties in comprehending the subtle difference in meaning, that same words have different meanings, or that numerous words mean the same
· Non-verbal language – sending and receiving messages in a variety of ways without using verbal words – touch, eye contact, glance, facial expressions, vocal nuances and so forth

Inter-sensory organisation – the brain organising inputted information from all the senses

Memory
· Working memory – memory for intermediate results that must be held during thinking

· Short-term memory – what you can repeat immediately after perceiving it. Some children have a short ‘shelf’ where new information has the unfortunate habit of dropping off the end, which would help us understand why information that looks like its there one minute has gone the next… Another factor can be overloading in the memory systems – we’ve all seen our children holding their heads!!

· Long-term memory – imagine this as our filing cabinet or our general ‘store of remembered information. It is from here that we retrieve information 


Sustaining attention – the ability to concentrate on an idea or activity, to stay on task
